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Deed Fraud

The term “deed fraud” applies 
to a variety of crimes where a 
criminal seeks financial gain 
through various schemes 
involving real property



Seller Impersonation Fraud



Survey Results

• Fraud claims have more than doubled in the last two years

• Approximately one-third of all claims are for issues that would not 

be found in a public records search



Fraud is the 
Fastest 
Growing 

Segment of 
Claims



Law Enforcement & Reporting

Real Estate Crimes

• 2019 - 2023 

• 58,141 victims 

• $1.3 billion lost



ALTA Homeowner’s Policy of Title Insurance

If you are a property buyer, both the ALTA Owner’s 
Policy and the ALTA Homeowner’s Policy of Title 
Insurance provide coverage for pre-purchase forgery.

However, only the ALTA Homeowner’s Policy of 
Title Insurance provides protection for forgery 
occurring after closing by providing protection for 
the owner against a third party who fraudulently 
transfers the property. 



Consumer Alert



Legislative Efforts

• Enhanced identity verification 
options for in person 
notarization

• Free property recording 
notification systems

• Education requirements for 
licensed professionals

• Increased law enforcement 
and criminal penalties



Insurance-Related Legislative Solutions

• Notification of the ALTA Homeowner’s Policy of Title Insurance

• Addressing Monoline issues where the ALTA Homeowners Policy 
of Title Insurance is unavailable

• Creating Taskforce led by Department of Insurance 

The Homeowners Policy of Title 
Insurance is not available in Florida, 

Texas, New Mexico or Oregon



Questions?



Thank You
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