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The Texas difference
A brief history of Texas 

legislative reforms
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History of workers’ compensation in Texas
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1913- Non-subscription

Source: Texas Workers’ Compensation Research & Evaluation Group, 2024.



1989 reforms (Senate Bill 1)

• Eliminated settlements.

• Created new dispute resolution process.

• Limited attorney’s fees.
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1989 reforms – eliminated settlements
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Source: 2020/23 Non-COVID-19 Claims With > 7 Days of Lost Time, WCRI 2024.



1989 reforms – dispute resolution

Benefit review 

conference (BRC)

Informal mediation 

with a benefit review 

officer.

Contested case 

hearing (CCH)

Formal hearing with an 

administrative law 

judge.

Appeals Panel

Three-judge panel to 

review appeals of CCH 

decisions.
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2005 reforms (House Bill 7)

• Created the Office of Injured Employee Counsel (OIEC).

• Developed treatment and fee guidelines.

• Adopted a pharmacy formulary.
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2005 reforms - OIEC
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Learn more: www.oiec.texas.gov 

http://www.oiec.texas.gov/


2005 reforms – treatment and fee guidelines
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Source: 2023 Health Care Cost and Utilization in the Texas Workers’ Compensation System Report, Texas Workers’ Compensation Research & Evaluation Group.



2005 reforms – pharmacy formulary
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Source: 2023 Pharmacy Cost and Utilization Report, Texas Workers’ Compensation Research & Evaluation Group.



Upcoming legislative session issues 

• Medical settlements.

• First responder presumptions and PTSD. 

• Exclusive remedy exceptions.  

• Telehealth exams. 
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Learn more:
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