
Catalytic Converter Theft 
Model Law Update

Eric M. De Campos
Director
Strategy, Policy and Government Affairs

© 2023 NATIONAL INSURANCE CRIME BUREAU

November 17th, 2023



Catalytic Converter Basics

• Catalytic Converter
• Exhaust emission control device

• Converts toxic gases and pollutants in exhaust

• = reduces emissions

• Located in exhaust system between exhaust manifold and 
muffler

• Explosion in Thefts Since 2019
• Criminals stealing catalytic converters at alarming rates

• High price of precious metals (rhodium, platinum, and 
palladium) driving theft
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Theft Figures and Hardest Hit Jurisdictions
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Insurance Industry Impact

• High frequency of thefts

• Replacement costs for stolen catalytic 
converters

• Repair costs from incidental damage 
caused by hasty removal

• Bottom Line: higher costs for 
insurers

One insurer paid out $4.6 million in 
converter claims in 2019. That number rose 
to $73 million in 2021 and $112 million in 
2022. 
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Consumer Impact

• Financial Impact
• Direct repair costs

• Economic costs from loss of vehicle use.

• Public Safety Impact
• Safety risks of driving with a damaged 

vehicle

• Consumers may directly or inadvertently 
intervene

• Risk of injury or death 
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Secondary Violent Crime
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State Policy Responses
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YEAR INTRODUCED ENACTED

2018 0 0

2019 1 0

2020 12 0

2021 64 11

2022 123 24

2023 99 25



NCOIL Model Overview

November 17, 2023 © 2023 NATIONAL INSURANCE CRIME BUREAU8

New Criminal 
Statutes

Buyer 
Limitations

Seller 
Restrictions

VIN Etching 
Grant Program



Success Story – Public Safety

• Hawaii enacted SB 2279 in June 2022

• Established felony offense for catalytic 
converter theft

• Established recordkeeping 
requirements and other regulations

• As of 2023, the Honolulu Police 
Department reported 119 thefts 
compared to 1,602 in 2022 and 2,008 in 
2021
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Success Story - Insurers

• $50 million in paid claims first 6-months of 
2022
• 23,570 catalytic converter theft claims

• $41.7 million in first 6-months of 2023
• 14,500 claims

• Reduction attributed to state legislation, 
law enforcement efforts, declining metals 
prices, and media coverage
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Questions?
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