
R o y  W r i g h t
P r e s i d e n t  &  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r

I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
B u s i n e s s  &  H o m e  S a f e t y 

BUILDING THE 
FUTURE OF 
RESILIENCE
We are not powerless.







Since 2015 there 
have been 133
billion-dollar 
weather & climate 
disasters.



No Statewide Code

Statewide Code without 
Uniform Enforcement

Statewide and Enforced Code

Statewide Building Codes
ACROSS THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

Landfalling Hurricanes, Tornadoes, 
& Wildfires 

(1950s to Present)



Science to 
Application







Keep the roof on and water out.
Enhanced by a sealed roof deck 

and a high performing wind rated 
roof cover.

Keep the roof on, water out. 
Reduce damage amplifiers: 

Strengthen gable walls & porches. 
Strengthen garage door openings.

Protect openings against debris impact

Keep the roof on, water out
Reduce damage amplifiers

Keep the entire building intact with a 
continuous load path & protect against 

debris impact

9

FORTIFIED 
Home™





i



The Alabama Success Story

Alabama lawmakers
explore the path

Designations: 0

AIUA begins 
discounts

Designations: 0

Discounts in Mobile
& Baldwin Counties

Designations: 10+

Habitat begins
building FORTIFIED

Designations: 50+

Coastal Code 
Supplement

2006

2008

2009

2010
2012

2011

Pioneer Builders
Designations: 20+



LA
268

AR
1

MS
733

AL
36008

GA

TN

SC
54

FL
129

NC
6272





7% reduction 
in claims rate

13% reduction in 
claim amount

ALABAMA

22% less damage
on average

$3,000 smaller claim
on average

35% less likely 
to have a claim

NORTH CAROLINA

Source: Alabama – IBHS Analysis; North Carolina - NCIUA/NCJUA & NC State Results

FORTIFIED Performs Against Hurricanes

SALLY MATTHEW, FLORENCE, DORIAN, ISAIAS



units 
designated.

2,471
units in the 

pipeline.

313





Partnerships & 
Investments





IT’S A SYSTEM.

Safer living requires homeowners, 
neighborhoods, and community 
planners to work together.



ROOF
✓ Choose a Class A fire-rated roof 

maintained clear of debris
✓ Choose noncombustible gutters & 

downspouts

DEFENSIBLE SPACE
✓ Create & maintain the home ignition zone (0-5 ft) 

including the removal of branches that overhang this area
✓ Clear & maintain the underdeck area; enclose low-

elevation decks
✓ Maintain yard clear of debris
✓ Replace combustible fencing within 5 ft of the home

BUILDING FEATURES
✓ Install ember- & flame-

resistant vents
✓ Ensure 6-inch vertical 

noncombustible 
clearance at base of 
wall

WILDFIRE PREPARED 
HOME + PLUS

ADDITIONAL 
MITIGATION 

✓ Remove back-to-back 
fencing

✓ Eliminate 
combustible siding

✓ Enclose eaves
✓ Enclose under bay 

windows
✓ Upgrade to a wildfire-

resistant deck
✓ Upgrade windows & 

doors
✓ Cover gutters
✓ Move outbuildings at 

least 30 feet away





Price follows risk.



RoysterWright
DisasterSafety
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