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Poll Link

https://www.patientrightsadvocate.org/survey-2022


Hospital Price Transparency
Empowering patients with the necessary information to make informed health care decisions.

CMS Link

https://www.cms.gov/hospital-price-transparency/hospitals


Link

6/16/2022 AHA Blog Post by Ariel Levin entitled

“Hospitals and Health Systems Are Working to Implement Price Transparency 
Policies and Help Patients Understand Costs”

https://www.aha.org/news/blog/2022-06-16-hospitals-and-health-systems-are-working-implement-price-transparency-policies


Ascension Price Transparency MRF

• The number posted was picked up by the surgical pre-op department that in turn had to transfer to the appropriate 
department. 

• I was then transferred to the imaging department and the X-Ray tech couldn’t assist. I was then transferred to 
the price transparency line.

• The representative then asked for my name, DOB, and type of insurance –to which I expressed that I am a 
cash patient- before quoting me a price of $1,176.00 but they offer a cash discount that brings it to $494.00

https://healthcare.ascension.org/price-transparency/price-transparency-files


The Methodist Hospital (Houston, TX)

Description CDM Rev Code CDM HCPCS Standard Charge Discounted Cash Price

CHEST 2 VIEWS 324 71046 $             1,087.00 
$                             

543.50 



Ascension Price Transparency MRF

The Methodist Hospital (Houston, TX)

MRF - .JSON Format

https://healthcare.ascension.org/price-transparency/price-transparency-files


Unexpected Surprises

• Estimator only addresses “shoppable services”

• Technical Only

• Facility Fees (CPT Q3014 with POS 22)

• Unexpected Add-On



Symptoms of Opacity

Difficulty Affording Healthcare
• About half of U.S. adults say they have difficulty affording health care
• 4 in 10 U.S. adults have delayed or gone without medical care in the last year due to costs
• A substantial share are adults 65 or older especially services not covered (hearing & dental)

Difficulty Affording Medication
• About a quarter of adults say they or a family member have not filled Rx
• Skipping pills or cutting pills in half are being reported due to cost barriers
• Many of these have attempted to purchase medications outside of the U.S. 

Medical Debt & Bankruptcy
• Over 60% of those that are bankrupt due to medical debt have insurance
• 44% of U.S. adults worry about affording their deductible before insurance kicks in
• During record inflation (2022), more adults are concerned about affording medical costs

KFF poll 2022

https://www.kff.org/health-costs/issue-brief/americans-challenges-with-health-care-costs/


Expected Solutions

• Price estimates in advance of any scheduled 
service for patients within 24 hours of request

• Estimate should be binding barring any 
documented complications

• Failure to provide estimates in advance of service 
will result in a forfeiture to collect any balance 
from the patient

• Forfeiture also means hospital may not 
aggressively collect, report to credit bureaus or 
litigate patients
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