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LEGISLATORS SUPPORT OSHA ERGONOMIC GUIDELINES FOR NURSING HOMES
Hilton Head, South Carolina, March 3, 2005 ( In a unanimous decision, legislators on the National Conference of Insurance Legislators’ (NCOIL) Workers’ Compensation Insurance Committee today voted to adopt a proposed Resolution Supporting OSHA Ergonomic Guidelines for Nursing Homes.   


The resolution resolves the number and severity of nursing home work-related injuries and associated costs can be substantially reduced by implementing an effective ergonomics programs and by following alternative lifting methods as proposed in the Guidelines for Nursing Homes: Ergonomics for Prevention of Musculoskeletal Disorders issued in 2003 by the Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).

During the March 3 discussion, nursing home representatives reported that, despite an initial cost to purchase ergonomics-friendly equipment, the OSHA guidelines have resulted in reduced workplace injuries and significantly lower workers’ compensation insurance premiums.


In a previous meeting of the Workers’ Compensation Committee held during the July 2004 NCOIL Summer meeting in Chicago, legislators heard reports in support of the guidelines from representatives of OSHA, nursing home, labor union, and insurer organizations.

The Committee’s decision follows its 2002 adoption of the NCOIL Resolution Calling Upon OSHA to Leave Workers’ Compensation Issues to the Purview of State Authorities.

NCOIL is a nonpartisan organization of state legislators whose main area of public policy concern is insurance legislation and regulation.  Many legislators active in NCOIL either chair or are members of the committees responsible for insurance legislation in their respective state houses across the country.  
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A copy of the NCOIL Resolution Supporting OSHA Ergonomic Guidelines for Nursing Homes is available on the NCOIL website at www.ncoil.org.

Those interested in more information may contact the NCOIL National Office at (518) 687-0178.
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