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Who are we:
StopDistractions.org is a grassroots 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to eliminating the lifelong 
devastation that results when a 
loved one is killed or injured in a 
distracted driving crash. We bring 
together distracted driving victims, 
victim survivors, foundations and 
the general public to build 
awareness and recognition to this 
reckless behavior. We are the faces 
of distracted driving.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__stopdistractions.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=zH6k6LyJoTmHTo5Lb3PSiQ&r=eNDMLSrP5LZtRcdMPAcjveAILRHWhoOfIZGOO0j_9tA&m=6n3NuxOTbmff6_alDqT7j_PvuAonZZfrVU_QFM1kmfk&s=6PQpr07nz4DEF_WrCHte4o4-bUlHUFVfzxOZ6dtoGjk&e=


24 States + 
D.C. have 

Hands-Free 
Laws



States with 2020 
Hands-Free 

Legislation Filed

* MT, ND,  & TX not in session in 2020



Source: CTIA 2020 Annual Report

Wireless data traffic has increased year over year

37.06  Trillion 
in 2019 

(30% growth year over year)



IIHS data 1/17/2019- Americans 
are using their phones in riskier 
ways while driving, worsening the 
nation’s crisis- according to a new 
reporting. 

Drivers were observed 
manipulating their phones 57% 
more than they were in 2014. 

People are talking on the phone 
less but manipulating more which 
includes texting, browsing, 
shopping, etc... 



2019 Snapshot 
Over 160 billion miles analyzed

Distracted driving is 10X worse than in 2018



During COVID distracted driving increased 



• Smartphone Addicts Behind the Wheel Drive Car Insurance Rates Higher
Insurers increasingly blame distracted drivers as costs related to crashes outpace 
premium increases, Wall Street Journal 

• Since 2011, the average insurance premium has jumped 16% to $926
Insurance companies say the sharp spike is partly caused by more drivers distracted on their 
smartphones and getting into crashes.

• Allstate said in Feb. 2017 there’s a “striking” correlation between the rise 
in smartphone use and crashes. 

Financial Aspects: 

Other Costs: Public Health Threat Medical / Injury
Loss of Life Property Damage



Tennessee

Would you support 
or oppose enacting a 
“hands-free” law that 

would prohibit 
holding a phone to 
talk or text while 

driving?

Support Oppose Undecided

• Statewide 91% 6% 3%

• Democrat 93% 5% 2%

• Republican 89% 7% 4%

• Independent 91% 6% 3%

Public Polling Overwhelmingly in Support





88.3%

88.3% in Michigan Support Requiring Hands-Free Driving Devices

By a margin of 88.3 – 90%, Michigan voters support legislation that would prohibit drivers from holding their 
cell phones while they are driving and require them to only use a hands-free device.  77.5% of voters STRONGLY 
SUPPORT hands-free legislation.

Source:  Michigan 2020 General Election Policy Survey
Detroit Regional Chamber

Glengariff Courp, Inc.
January 2020

Support



Hands-free laws give law enforcement and the public a clear 
interpretation of the law, if the phone is in your hand then you 
are in violation. No more grey areas or loopholes this law 
makes enforcement easy and possible. 

The proposed hands-free bill will ban the use of hand-held cell phones while driving. 

You can still use gps and make & take calls hands-free. 



Results of hands-free 
laws?



In the United States, primarily enforced distracted driving laws are associated with a lower incidence 

of fatal MVCs involving 16- to 19-year-old drivers. Bans on all handheld device use and 

texting bans for all drivers are associated with the greatest decrease in fatal 

MVCs. Adoption of universal handheld cellphone bans in all states may reduce the incidence of 

distracted driving and decrease MVC fatalities.





Insurance rates had risen 12.6% in that same time period and now rates have 
either stabilized or have gone down up to 2.5% in the state. 









 
 

 *Source: GDOT Fatality Data 

Fatalities down 7% in 18 months of date law went into effect  
with estimated 150 lives saved since 2017. 

This was after a 34% rise in fatal crashes in Georgia from 2014-16. 
 

2019 reductions in fatalities: 
30% reduction - bicyclists 

11% reduction - pedestrians 
10% reduction - ages 15-24 
11% reduction - ages 25-65 

11% reduction - intersections 
12% reduction - lane departures 

 
Insurance rates had risen 12.6% in that same time period and now rates have either stabilized 
or have gone down up to 2.5% in the state. 
 
Telematics data shows phone use has gone down, drivers were typing/swiping on their phones 
22% less once the law went into effect and has continued to trend downward since resulting in 
lower crash and fatality rates. (*Truemotion Telematics) 
 

 

 
** According to the Cherokee Sheriff’s office in Georgia ** 

2017 - 34 fatal crashes 
                           2018 - 18 fatal crashes (Law went into effect 7/1/19) 

          2019 - 9 fatal crashes (As of 12/19/19) 
 

All 
Fatalities 

Down 

7%  

 
Bicyclist 
Fatalities 

Down 

30% 
 

73% 
Reduction 

In Cherokee 
Co. 



 

DPS: Distraction-related fatalities drop 
since 'hands-free law' enacted 

20                    2018 Fatalities – 381 / 2019 Fatalities - 364 
 

From Aug. 1, 2018 – Jan. 12, 2019 
201 fatalities reported – 14 were distraction related = 7% 

 

From Aug. 1, 2019 – Jan. 12, 2020 
182 fatalities reported – 9 were distraction related = 5% 

 
 
 

9,727 drivers have been cited since the law went into effect 
 

Of the drivers cited between 8/1/19 - 12/31/19: 

• 3,518 were 16-29 years old 

• 4,520 were 30-49 years old 

• 1,655 were 50-75 years old 

 

"I would say that the law is working" said Mike Hanson, Director of the DPS 

Office of Traffic Safety. "The fact that law enforcement saw and identified 

and took action almost 10,000 times in the last 5 1/2 months, it shows us 
the law is effective and it is very workable from a law enforcement 

standpoint. We just need more Minnesota drivers top make that decision to 

park the phone. Be distraction free when you're behind the wheel."  
 

 
• Source: Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS) 

Distraction  
Fatalities 

Down 
2% 

All Ages Are Issued 
Citations 

 

Distraction  
Fatalities 

Down 
2% All  

Fatalities 

Down 
4.67% 

Enacted Aug. 1, 2019







• Texting laws are unenforceable and obsolete. 
It is too difficult to see what the driver is doing 
on their phone (texting, dialing, holding, etc) 
The laws are outdated and obsolete due to 
drivers taking the word texting literally. They 
claim they are not texting, instead they are 
snapchatting or on social media. 

• Law enforcement has training developed 
already on how to enforce these laws. This is 
offered as a free course through NHTSA/DOT 
Traffic Safety Services. IACP (Intl. Assoc. of the 
Chiefs of Police) also has a toolkit for 
enforcement.



Key Points for 
Support

• Current laws are unenforceable, need 
expanded language. People don’t just “text” 
anymore

• No organized opposition

• No individual opposition

• Overwhelming public support – Polling #’s

• Broad coalitions pushing legislation

• The law will work! Data on reduction in 
crashes, fatalities, insurance rates, & use 
(telematics data)


