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In the absence of any movement by the Trump administration or 

Congress to directly address prescription drug prices, many states 

legislatures are taking some form of action:

Nearly two dozen states have bills that would demand transparency from 

drug makers and, in some cases, pharmacy benefit managers;

More than two dozen states have bills directed at pharmacy benefit 

managers, specifically, and address incentives for mail order pharmacy 

and penalizing pharmacists who discuss costs with consumers, among 

other things.
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The transparency effort, by the way, is increasingly focusing on diabetes 

medicines, in particular, given the prevalence of diabetes in the country;

A growing number of states are also devising bills that create a 

mechanism for state resident to purchase medicines that are imported 

from Canada;

And consumer advocates who succeeded in getting a passed in Maryland 

to punish generic drug makers for price gouging are actively pushing 

such legislation elsewhere. 
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So far, only a very few bills have become law and it is too to say whether these 
will deliver. 

Vermont has a transparency law that requires companies to disclose price hikes, 
but to what extent this effort will lead to change is unclear.

In any event, there is a concerted effort – led, in part, by the National Academy 
for State Health Policy – to push more state legislation.  And even Republicans 
are joining the fray (see the Utah bill). 

The upshot is that consumers are frustrated, Washington is paralyzed, and the 
pharmaceutical industry is playing whack-a-mole. 
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